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Firse granddanghter Susannah’s
baby ralk catches his ear. She is the
third chifd of his son Michael

“Johnson's war in Vietnam” pushed the great pediatrician to civil disobedience

BY GEREON ZIMMERMANN (GoK SENIOREOIIOR

Dn. Bewgasw Spock took his first long siride as a peace marcher in
Cleveland, Ohio, on Easter Saturday, 1962, This is the way it went: “I
felt acutely self-conscious and ridiculous, 1 would have been delighted
to have sunk into the pavement. As we went into the public square, a
woman wha had besn marching for peace for decades pointed out two
suave men in camel’s hair coats and said, “That's the police subversive
squad.” They were writing down names and taking pictures. And |
thought, My God, is this the United States of America?”

Recently, Dr. Spock tock alenger stride. There was 2 button miss.
ing on his Brooks Brothers, dark-gray-worsted jacket as he seurried
about his modest Mank ing ready 1o x York's
City Hall 16 protest alleged police brutality visited upon Stop the Draft
Week marchers. He is meticulous. So, this 64-year-old world pediatri
cian, who is always colfar-clasped, watch.chained, vested, French-
cuffed, braced and gattered, changed his suit. Moments later, he flung
‘his 64" lankiness into a cab and rattled over the East River Drive 1
lead the parley with a mayor's aide. After the meeting, Dr. Spock
pushed through a mob and told interviewers that the Vietnam war was

PHOTOGRAPHED BY THOMAS R. KOENIGES

“insane.” Two days before, he had been arrested {on his fourth try)
and jailed after symbolically violating x police line near the Whitehall
Army induction cenler,

More mothers tore up his Baby.and Child Care, the book that has
sold 20.3 million copies and browzht the Spock version of Dr. Sigmund
Freud to the bassinet. Dr. Spock’s main message was reassurance, not
permissiveness, and he bevame a Dutch uncle to the post.- World War 11
Ametican pencration, Because of s prestize. he pecforce leads objec:
tors to the Vietnam war and nuclear-weapons testing. This man who
served as a Navy licutenant commander in World War 11 {as a psychi-
atrist) and backed UN intervention in Kores has, it seems 1o many,
turried himself inside out. 1t is Mothethood attacking Old Glory when
he counsels draftlaw violators. He is now under Federal indictment for
those actions. A conviction could bring maximum penalties of five
yearsin jail and $10,000in fines.

His obstinacy might riot have been necessary. In 1965 and 1966,
he asked Sen. Robert E Kennedy to directly confront Administration
war policies: *Kennedy was the anly one in the country with the recos-
nition and the popularity to oppose President Johnsan, He had afl the
strengths and the confidence of the Ametican people. . . Keanedy
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DR. SPOCK conmnuen

“| think there's lots admirable
about Johnson. But I'm ashamed to say
| campaigned for him in 1964."

could not be called 2 wild man, 1 thought that millions of people would
rally to him. Obviously, he dida't se¢ it this way. The weakness of the
peace mavement is that we do not have such a national Jeader.”

Also surptising is the head-knocking that De. Spock seeks with Presi
dent Lyndon B. Johmon. He demands confrontation in rather an;
lapguage; but dialogue with dissentets is thing the € der in
Chief is not having. In truth, national debates are mostly elusive; there
is, for example, a publicly icy relationship
between Sceretary of State Dean Rusk and
Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations
Commitiee]. Witliam Fulbright,and no pub-
lic standafl between thetwo. It might be said
thatthe Administration plays a zone defense
against its Southeast Asia-policy eritics.

Years age, | audited a kecture Dr.
Spack gave to medical students at Western
Reserve University. He explained in his
wiirmn, clear way That parental behavior—
such as spanking a child—can be sadistic
and can flood the parent with satisfaction.
One student disagreed. He could nol com-
prehend that slapping a kid around could
give anyone a perveried joy. Patiently, Dr.
Spock took the class over the traces of such
an aberration, but the onc student was
shaking his head when the class ended. So,
100, was Dr. Spock, becsuse he felt that he
had fadled in presenting his theses. Spock
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e w0 ayets BV CR YN atiar 0 s that s ateacher. Solicitous, engaged “1 tricd ta get through a wall of
his arrest. Near him, really and ot witheut humor, policemen's shins, buc they
as guardians, were ren policemen. We meet an angry man when it comies closed ranks on me. Then, I tied
10 the war and Lyndon Johnson “John- 1o climb ever the barricade™

Som” he nays, "betrayed us. My own Fecling is that he has kept escalating
the war, and we whe ate lrying to oppese him have got to keep escalating
our effarts and our [ranknrss. Very delicately. a year ago, we were talking
about the ‘credibility gap, which really means Johnson has been lying: but
1 think we're afraid 1o say that for fear there are relatively few people
ready to believe it We would oaly diseredit qurselves, rather than him.
“George Heeman asked me on Face the Nation if 1 believed President
Johnson is ‘the enemy of the American people.’ I said, ‘T believe so,
absolutely. . . . I feel particularly bitter in a personal kind of a way.
He not only betrayed the American people, he betwayed me and the sther
peaple who supported him publicly.’ Every week, he escalates  little bit
Turther, geiting us cluser to war with China and . . . the Soviet Union. And
if we gel thal far, then certainly there’s the fetrible risk of nuclear war
storting. Johnson is reported 1o have said, ‘I refuse to be the first President
3 ihe bastory of the UnitedStates to Tose & war. This s the egotistical view.
He did not say, ‘I this war just?* or “1s it, this war, in any interest of the
United States?"In other words, | would translaie this to mean ‘This war is
| ta save Lyndon Johnson’s ace.” | think there’s lots that's admirable about
8 Johnson. But I'm ashamed to say | campaigned for him in 1963. His
' aspirations for the domestic economy and civil Tights were sincere.
“One of the things that has discouraged me most is 1o realize that
\he ¢losest advisers of the President in regard 1o Southeast Asia and the
war are intellectuals. And closcst of all has been Rusk, whe is a person of
education and fair distinction. He seems to me cold-blooded and absessed
‘ with snlicommunism, Then you have the two Bundys—McGeorge and
! Willi d the two R Walt and Eug ho really have had
academic careers, They have gone along with Johnson; they have nol becn
restraining influences. This points oul to me the dangerousnss of relying
on academic or intellectual brilliance unless one sees thatitis balanced by
strong humanitarian feclings. I'm not saying these people are not human-
continued
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DR. SPOCK conmnuen

Of Johnson's “cold-blooded” thinkers: "They're always talking about power.”,

itarian wl hey are ot home, with th
books, their speeches, they're always talking about power. They never talk
about the good people of Southeast Asia. They're thinking cold-blaodedly
when It comes tn intenational allairs. Plato was entirely wrong when he
suggesied that countries ought to be 1uled by a specially educated elite
“I would end vip by saying if you had 1o choose hetween the brilliant
persan wha may not have had 1o show humanitarian concern and a stupid
person w‘nn s goodshearted, I would rather have the Jatter person, the
in charge of the
“We should remember the influence of l‘npe John As far as 1 know,
he wasn't panticularly brilliant, he didn't produce poetry and so on. Ha
had to offer simply a human firdness He was obviously « loving person,
and he didn't talk harshly of barbarians or Protestans, Tt is extraordinary
1o me how anti-Catholic prejudice in this countey, and around the world,
melted hecause of Pope John. Anybody in any job has o be thinking in
terms of people and decency toward people, and this is particularly im-
portant with the leaders of the nations of the world, ™
Dr. Spock believes that America has become obsessed with anticom.
and that the chief architect of this
palicy, the late John Foster Dulles, was an evangelist gone wronz, And,
a5 the docter sees it, Americans have moved [rom hating Russian com-
munism 10 hating Chinese communism. For him, holocaust may lie ahead
il the escalation of the Vietnam war continues: “There is a 25 percent
chance we will be at war with Red China hefote the electionsin November.'
As an early supporier of John £ Kennedv's candidacy, the Tifelang
Republican moved from the contemplative 1o manipulative forms of
politics. Tn 1962, he joined the National Committer for a Sane Nuclear
continued

families. But 3f you read their

“Wa have (st she abiity 1w sve reality in forrign
affairs. Fhen we say an individual hax lost his sense
of reality, he becomes psychonc. He may hurt

ather prople, but he will surely Aurt Rimself first™
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DR. SPOCK contivuen

“Dr. Spock is like Henry
Wallace. He has not wigged
it, but he is often foolish.”

Policy, Jater became it4 co-chairman. He says his sAnE activities freed him
Jrom the denial of reality—the reality heing the possibility of nuclear
disaster. Rumors began floating about his possible Ohio candidacy for
the I1.8. Senate, and even a spot on a Presidential ticket with Dr. Martin
Luther King. All of this feaked away.

Then, Dr. Spock went 10 Chicago last August for the convention of
the National Conference for New Politics (he is now its co-chairman) . That
gathering was something else in American politics. Instead of delegates in
8100 shiny suits and white shirts, and wortien b ridicglous hats—a normal
coloration of such solemn bodies—there were, among the 3,000, many
young people with beards, sandals, lopg hair and shades. The xtxp was
almost fragmented by Black Power demands for overrepresentation: the
blacks were entitled to about 5,000 votes, hut wanted 28,498 votes—which
iswhat the whites had. The hlacks won theit way. Dr. Spock, wha deplores
the anti-Zionist or anti-Semiti by some at the , sees
na problem in the Negro coup. He belioves the peace movement must em
brace a total spectrum of political belief if it is 1o trinmph

The fracases of the New Left at the Chicago meeting polarized
opinion shoat Dr. Spock. A New York Iliberal says, “Dr. Spack is like
Heory Wallace. He has not wigzed it, hut he is often foolish. Anyway, we
have our man naw —Sen, Eugene M
1or's lormer colleagues finds his pol " He may net know
that an two occasions, Dr. Spack was invited 1o appear at Lord Russell's
“Imernational War Crimes Tribunal” and declined herause he felt that the
sessipns were patently propagandistic.

" Because of many marches, Dr. Spock says he is “thick-skitined about
people yelling coward or Communist at me,” but he puizles about the
smpression that he i the cradle guru of the hippies and fower children
because of his “permissive” writings.

“I'm not responsible for all those brats,” he laughed in an address
10 2 Brooklyn church group. He cxpounds: “When 1 wrote Baby and
Child Care {in 1946). T was very much influenced by my time . . . by pro-
gressive cducation and Freudian concepts. | was certainly pushing the
pendulum along, Hut later, I kept emph again and again, you can
Tove a child, you can be flexible, but chitdren still need parents to know
rehat's Hexible. In the srcond edition, there was heavy emphasis an habies”
and children's need for zuidance from parents.

The bewilderment of a certain proportion of youth is related to
the fact that parents are very uncertain ahout what to tell their kids. Not
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DA. SPOCK conminuen

“I've been pioneering all my
life, and I've been proved right,
in pediatrics and in psychiatry.

only what man’s all about but whether there’s God or there isn't God
Young people are designed by natuce. in late adolescence and carly aduit
hood, to try o gain some intellectual, spiritual and ideational frecdom by
vebelling against their parents. This is Tow man has made scientific and
cultaral advantes. Otherwise, each generation would be a slavish replica
of the previous generation. . . We would make no progress.

“One of the biggest innovatians in the human race is the American
parents who are unsure of themselves. 1 hink this is & new phenomenon;
and my hunch is that it's easier, more © miortable for voung people 1o
rebel if they know exactly what their parents stand for.

% American parents are adriflt because a number of factors are at
wark, beginning with the discovery of evolulian, “There has been a delayed
impact on people’s confidence i religion—the evidence that man is not
so special to God and not that different. This has been a shattering blow (v
mankind. 1t has not bees sa shatiering to the French because they have the
tradition of the French family . . . in Great Britain, the tradition of service
to the Emgite. In the United States, parents have been Jess able to with-
stand the underriining effects of the loss of religious traditions because
they didn't have ather convictions Yoo, I'm not s
New convietions eventaally come along. it's only p
poriod. We are now in transition up to our necks.”

Dr. Spock, whe does peace work at his own expense, retired from
toaching at Westerw Beserve Universily fast sumpier and is pow writing
three books, One is Facts of Life for Teen-Agers. He still uses the $8.50
pine drafting 1able he used some 20 years ago when he wrole, in |
hand, Baby and Child Care, He and his wife Jane looked lorward to an
uncanplicated retirement of writing and sailing. They have u new, 35-
{oot auxiliary sleop, Cerapace, and eruised the Caribbean early this winter.

“But om the way 1o refirement,” he says, “} pleked up this hobby—

By Gud, | ecetainly bit off more than T can el 1

That's just it, doctor, and all those middle.aged, Peter Pan-collared
sotliers who hought your baok wonder about you.

“1'm determined Lo witi some suthority for speaking for peace with-
out Taving to be & senator 1o do it P glad that I'm gradyally being

knowl dgingly as a peace spok I'in not &
senike Babe in the woods being used by saxe or the National Conference
Tor New alities, My eyes are wide opea Maybe threefourths of my
friends think 'm erazy, but I've been pioneering all my life, and I've Leen
proved right, in pediattics and in paychiatry. Maybe Fm a damned old
fool, but T am obstinate, Until someone proves that 1 am wiong, especially
abaut the Vieinam war, | have confidence.”

D, Spock gets alniost three beals oul of onc syllable of the Yankee
Enzlish he speaks. It is the exprert teacher’s device. We biad just finished
Tuncheon {vichyssoise, tussed salad, cheese, English muffins and coffec)
when he told of more plans for his futare

L think the most wnpopilar thing 1 could do is advocate the teacling
of morgdity in the schoofs. | was christened an Episcopalian, but since
we've been murried, the anly times Jane and | gu o chusch is for weddings
and funerabs. My concept of what Cod is is cerlainly nowhere near what
ihe people whe translated the Bible originally intended. But [ helicve in
spiritual values amd idealism, Not just for mysell. 1 believe this is the
oture of man, that man cannot exist without ideals. Ile gets sick i
he does not know how 10 campert himsel, 1 want to help man find ou
1hie kst half of the twentieth century what spiriaal aspications Tave valid-
ity And 1 would say that one of them is 10 zet 1l of war, which from
‘mast religious points of view is an sbomination. And we should go et and
feed the hungry. First in our uwn country, and then around the world

WParents’ lack of direction is compounded by faculty people. 1'in not
assuming eversone will teach the same moral values. The good facully
person will say that ethers 1ake opposite views. But young people ieed 1o
Ve reminded that morality cannot be dispensed with. Man becomes ot
only nuthing better than an animal but worse than any animal because of
thie viciousness he can lot loose when he s operating without morality ™
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