WHAT IS :
ob o9
“OQPEN EDUCATION™?
What do children learn? - What does the teacher do? .+
Can children still pass standardized tests? * Do they lose
grade levels? * What about discipline? - Is there home-
work? * Do children do only what they want to do? -
What happens if a child is switched from an “open” class-

room to a traditional one? + How are basic skills taught?
- Is there a scientific basis for open education practices?

These are some of the vital questions that concerned
parents and teachers have been asking about a bold new
educational method that is changing—and opening—
minds and classrooms across America. In this unique
sourcebook, the questions are answered—clearly and au-
thoritatively—by the most prominent authors and educa-
tors in the field.

Jean Piaget + John Dewey * Charles E. Silberman - Bea-
trice and Ronald Gross + Vincent R. Rogers * Joseph
Featherstone * Lore Rasmussen * Lillian Weber - and
others. Also included, reports from England and the two
American states that are converting their classrooms to
open education.
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“Adult America thinks the problems of school
have something to do with busing or drugs or .
budgets. But the major problem in our schools
has always been anxiety and boredom, indiffer-
ence leading to failure . . . It doesn’t have to
be that way. Because there’s something new at
school . . .

“A new system is spreading all through America,
It’s called [‘open education’ or] ‘the open class-
room’ and it may be the most important and ex-
citing thing that’s happened in years to American
education!”

~—Charles Kuralt,
CBS News Special

‘WHAT IS “OPEN EDUCATION™?

It is not a schoolroom free-for-all. It has already
produced solid educational results in ghetto areas
and wealthy suburbs alike. It is a classroom
method in which children learn and teachers teach
in an exciting new atmosphere that combines in-
formality with responsibility and genuine educa-
tional standards. In OPEN EDUCATION: A
Sourcebook for Parents and Teachers, leading edu-
cators, psychologists and authors present the basic
writings of the informal schooling movement that
offers new hope for American schools.
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