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‘A work of art . . . Educators should be told: read Crisis in
the Classroom . . . and rebuild the schools as only you are
able to. Legislators must be told . . . foundation executives
and their staffs must be told . . . and finally, the citizen-
reader must be told: this book is commended to you most
prayerfully . . . so you may help the schools in our Prome-
thean task.” -

—Frank G. Jennings, Saturday Revr’ew

“One of the most significant statements on education to
appear since World War II. To one of the most important
and urgent problems of modern society, Mr. Silberman has
brought a unique combination of perceptive inquiry, broad
scholarship, and deep personal concern.”

—John H. Fisher, President,
Teacher's College, Columbia University

“Profoundly worthwhile . . . a book that absolutely must be
read."” ‘
—Christopher Lehmann-Haupt, New York Times

“Charles E. Silberman’s Crisis in the Classroom reminds us
why education has become so fascinating in the past few
years . . . Essential reading for all adults.”

—Peter S. Prescott, Look
““An unusually perceptive and provocative book. The thought
is incisive and expressed with strength and beauty.”
—Father Theodore M. Hesburgh,
President, University of Notre Dame

“The most widely and earnestly reviewed book on education
in years . . . Crisis in the Classroom is a sane, strong, re-
sponsible work of reportage.’”

—Benjamin DeMott, Life
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To David, Ricky, Jeff, and Steve
My sons,
from whom I have learned as much as I have taught,

this book is dedicated with love and pride
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helpful~than my four sons, David, Ricky, Jeff, and Steve. From
David, the oldest, whose specific contributions have been
acknowledged above, to Steve, the youngest, who acted as a fourth
research associate, supplying countless anecdotes and insights,
they were a continuing source of instruction and help. This book
is dedicated to them, and properly so; in an age in which cynicism
- and despair are hard to avoid, they continually renew my faith
in the future. Commenting on a verse from Isaiah, “All your
children shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace
of your children,” the Talmud suggests that the word banayich,
“your children,” be read instead as bonayich, “your builders.”
My sons are my builders; if their sensitivity, concern, and thought-
fulness were widely shared, great would be the peace of all the
world. .

Perhaps it would be most appropriate to end at the beginning,
by acknowledging my profound indebtedness to my late parents,
Cel. L. and Seppy I. Silberman. This book reflects their immortal-
ity; my insistence that education must involve a fusion of thought,
feeling, and action is nothing more than a restatement of the
beliefs they held, the lessons they taught, and the lives they led.

I hope that this book will serve as partial repayment of my
intellectual and moral debts.

C.E.S.

Mount Vernon, N.Y.
June 1970

Contents

Foreword

PART I

THE EDUCATING SOCIETY

Introduction: Education for What?

American Education: Success or Failure?

PART 11
WHAT'S WRONG WITH THE SCHOOLS
Education and Equality

Education for Docility
The Failures of Educational Reform

PART III

How THE ScHooLS SHoULD BE CHANGED

The Case of the New English Primary Schools

12

53
113
158

207



Xiv CONTENTS

7 It Can Happen Here
8 “What They Want to Produce, Not What We Want
to Become”: Reforming the High School

PART 1V

THE EDUCATION OF EDUCATORS

9 The Liberal Education of Teachers

10 The Teacher as Student: What's Wrong with Teacher
Education

- 11 The Education of Educators

Afterword
Index

265

323

373

412

470

525
527

|

The Educatin g
Society




